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Zilli Hospitality Group (ZHG) is an award-winning, Milwaukee-based hospitality and catering 
company that has been exceeding customers’ expectations for more than 40 years.
  
Founded in 1968 by Angelo and Ellen Zilli, the company began with a simple 13-stool Tasti-
Freeze and has grown into a multi-million dollar hospitality and catering company serving the 
greater Milwaukee area for a variety of events. 
 
The company is known for the “Zilli touch”—creative flair, exceptional customer service, obsessive 
attention to detail and the expertise that comes from working hand-in-hand with clients day in 
and day out to make their event vision come to life. The signature “Zilli touch” is applied to every 
aspect of hospitality and event they execute, from corporate and group events, outdoor picnics 
and events, wedding receptions, special events to holiday parties, social catering, and more. 

ZHG’s success is based on a longstanding family philosophy that customer service, along with a 
professional and well-trained staff, builds long-lasting relationships with clients. The clients’ praise 
and results speak for themselves, with thousands of successful event experiences per year.

• Visit Milwaukee
AWARDS: 
•	 Best Caterer by WISN A-List 
•	 ACE (Achievement in Catering Excellence) Award by  

Catersource Magazine
•	 ICA (International Caterers Association) CATIE (Catered 

Arts Through Innovative Excellence) Award Winner – Most 
Innovative Mixology, Chef of the Year, Signature Caterer for 
Best Event Concept

•	 Art in Bloom - Peoples Choice Award Winner
•	 Best Caterer by Milwaukee Magazine 
•	 Best Caterer by M Magazine 
•	 Best Off-Site Caterer by Wisconsin Bride Magazine
•	 Best Off-Site Caterer by Wisconsin Meeting Magazine
•	 “Best of Weddings” by The Knot 
•	 “Best of Weddings” Hall of Fame by The Knot
•	 Couples’ Choice Award by WeddingWire 

PREFERRED CATERER AT OVER 50 MILWAUKEE VENUES, 
INCLUDING THESE EXCLUSIVE VENUES: 
•	 Boerner Botanical Gardens
•	 Coast
•	 Grandview Inn
•	 Miller Room
•	 Milwaukee Boat Line
•	 Milwaukee Community Sailing Center
•	 Milwaukee Public Museum
•	 Oconomowoc Community Center
•	 The Domes (Mitchell Park Conservatory)
•	 Zilli Lake & Gardens

Location: 
613 North Grandview Blvd., Waukesha, WI 

Phone: 
262-547-9447 

Website: 
zillihospitalitygroup.com

Media Inquires: 
media@zillihospitalitygroup.com

SERVICES: 
Corporate and Group Events, Outdoor Picnics and Events, 
Wedding Receptions, Special Events, Holiday Parties, Social 
Catering, Event Rentals and Entertainment, Floral and Venue 
Management.

CUSTOMERS INCLUDE: 
Acuity, Aurora Health Care, BMO Harris, Container Store, Epic, 
Medical College Eye Institute, National Governor’s Association, 
Nordstrom, Robert W. Baird and RR Donnelly.

EMPLOYEES: 
Experienced and highly professional staff of 300.

AFFILIATIONS:
•	 International Catering Association (ICA)
•	 Leading Caterers of America (LCA)
•	 National Association of Catering Executives (NACE)
•	 Waukesha and Pewaukee Convention and Visitors Bureau— 

Standing Board Member/Past Chair/Marketing Committee
•	 Waukesha County Business Alliance
•	 South Suburban Chamber of Commerce
•	 Greater Madison Convention and Visitors Bureau
•	 Greater Madison Chamber of Commerce
•	 Visit Milwaukee
•	 Milwaukee Metropolitan Association of Commerce
•	 National Association of Professional Women (NAPW)
•	 Milwaukee 7
•	 Fuel Milwaukee
•	 Newaukee
•	 Victory Garden Initiative
•	 Milwaukee Business Professionals
•	 Professional Dimensions
•	 American Alliance of Museums
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1968 present

1968
Angelo & Ellen 
Zilli open a 
simple 
13-stool 
Tasti-Freeze.

1973
Tasti-Freeze 
transformed 
into Ellen's on 
Grandview.

1977
When Angelo, the patriarch of the family, died, the 
family decided it was time for a change - or rather, an 
addition. They began catering and aptly titled the Ellen 
Prestige Catering.

1986
After 8 years, Grandview Inn's small kitchen could 
not support both the catering and the restaurant.  
So the restaurant closed its doors for two years.

1988
Grandview Inn’s doors reopend 
under the name Zilli's Grandview Inn.

1991
Entered a partnership with 
Manchester East Hotel as one 
of the �ve owners.

1992
Purchased Theurich 
Catering Service.

2000
Acquire Kuglitches 
Accent on Catering.

2003
Coast - A Zilli Restaturant opens! The restaurant 
highlighted (and still does!) the best of modern 
American cuisine with an upscale look and beautiful, 
unmatched views of Lake Michigan.

2004 – present

From 2004 to present, Zilli Hospitality Group has been honored with the following awards:
• Top Business of the Year award from Waukesha County Chamber of Commerce
• Coast recognized by the Zagat Survey and Milwaukee Magazine Readers' Choice for the city's number one restaurant.
• Best Caterer by WISN A-List 
• ACE (Achievement in Catering Excellence) Award by  Catersource Magazine
• ICA (International Caterers Association) CATIE (Catered Arts Through Innovative Excellence) Award Winner–Most   
  Innovative Mixology, Chef of the Year
• Best Caterer by Milwaukee Magazine 
• Best Caterer by M Magazine 
• Best O�-Site Caterer by Wisconsin Bride Magazine
• Best O�-Site Caterer by Wisconsin Meeting Magazine
• “Best of Weddings” by The Knot 
• “Best of Weddings” Hall of Fame by The Knot
• Couples’ Choice Award by WeddingWire 

2010
Osher Catering is founded.  This is a partnership between ZHG and Sharon Siegel Langer, owner of Café 
Osher of Milwaukee and Café O at the Barbara Hochberg Center for Jewish Life, UW Hillel in Madison.

2010
India Gourmet Catering  is founded. This is a partnership between ZHG and 
Bharti Sanghavi, co-owner of Indian Groceries and Spices in Wauwatosa.

2013-2014
Adorn Floral is founded and in 2014 was named a Top 5 Wedding 
Florist by WISN A-List.

2014
Mrs. Ellen Zilli receives the Wisconsin Governor's 
Trailblazer Award, recognizing the rich legacy of 
women's business ownership in Wisconsin.

1983
After the 
passing of 
the eldest 
son,  the 
family also 
felt the need 
to make a 
change. 
Ellen’s on 
Grandview 
was closed.
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